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Joshua 4: 1-9      Memorial Stones



Joshua 4: 1-9

When the whole nation had finished crossing the 
Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2 “Choose twelve men 
from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell 
them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the 
Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and 
carry them over with you and put them down at the 
place where you stay tonight.”



Joshua 4: 1-9

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had 
appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, 
5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD

your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is 
to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a 
sign among you. In the future, when your children ask 
you, ‘What do these stones mean?’



Joshua 4: 1-9

7 tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it 
crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut 
off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of 
Israel forever.”



Joshua 4: 1-9

8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They 
took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, 
according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 
as the LORD had told Joshua; and they carried them over 
with them to their camp, where they put them down. 
9 Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the 
middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are 
there to this day.



Context of the Passage



At the Centre of the Journey and the        

passage is the presence of God.



The Memorial brings together past, 
present and future

The Memorial is not to 
Glorify the Past but to give 
testimony to the Present for 
the benefit of the Future.



The Past

2 “Choose twelve men from among the people, 
one from each tribe,



The Present

“Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into 
the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up 
a stone on his shoulder, according to the number 
of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign 
among you.



Four dimensions of the People 
Moving Forward in Faith

•Physical – get up and get moving



Four dimensions of the People 
Moving Forward in Faith

•Physical – get up and get moving

•Mental – grounded and trusting in God’s Word



Four dimensions of the People 
Moving Forward in Faith

•Physical – get up and get moving

•Mental – grounded and trusting in God’s Word

•Emotional – to be strong and courageous



Four dimensions of the People 
Moving Forward in Faith

•Physical – get up and get moving

•Mental – grounded and trusting in God’s Word

•Emotional – to be strong and courageous

•Social – everybody to move forward together in 
unity.



The Future

6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, 
when your children ask you, ‘What do these 
stones mean? tell them that the flow of the 
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones 
are to be a memorial to the people of Israel 
forever.”



Deuteronomy 6: 4-7

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 
6 These commandments that I give you today are 
to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. 



The Future

Will the next 
generation have faith?


